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234 Mr. Prof:ffir Dickfon’s Cautions 


or Advancement, but the Profit of many, that they may be 
faved. : 

But it’s ufual with thofe, whofe worldly Intereft is thei, 
Summa Ratio, to meafures others by themfelves, and to Jay 
that at the Doors of thofe whom they diftafte, which they 
are confcious of in their own Hearts, and which every one 
can difcern to be too confpicuous in their Lives. I thal! con- 
clude this with the Words of the Apoftle, 1 Cor. 4. «, 
Fudge nothing before the Time, till the Lord come, who both wij); 
bring to Light the hidden Things of Dartnefs, and will male 
manifef? the Counfels of the Hearts, and then fhall every Alin 
have praije of God. 


To the preceeding Ejfay, in Vindication of a regular Zea), 
eve fhall add, The Advice of the judicious Mr.Daviy 
Dickson ( Profeffor of Divinity in the Univerfity of 
Edinburgh) to thofe that have permitted their Zeal 
to trangrefs its proper Bounds: Jt is extratied from 
the Therapeutica Sacra, printed 1656. 


[= is no uncommon Thing for thofe that love God 

in Sincerity, thro’ an Impatience with the bold 
Impieties of wicked Men, to tranfgrefs the Limits of 
a regular Zeal. And when this Impatience betrays them 
into Miftakes, for which they meet with too fevere Treat- 
ment either from their Friends or from Men in Power; 
inftead of correéting only the irregular Sallies of their Zeal, 
they are apt to fupprefs the moft regular and laudable Ex- 
preffions of it, and become lukewarm and indifferent : 
Miftrufting, that their Zeal was nothing better than what 
rigidity, or rafhinefs, or carnal Hatred, or fome fuch evil 
Temper might occafion. Add to this, a confcioufnefs of 
that Corruption and Infirmity, which cleaves to the humane 
Nature in its prefent State ; and the Temptations of the com- 
mon Enemy ef Souls, who is ever active to extinguifh the 
trueft and moft commendable religious Fervours. 

Here therefore is the Danger---left thefe commendable Fer- 
vours fhould be fuffered to languifh: Left in fuch a Circum- 
ftance a Man fhould be tempted to flacken the Reins of his 
Aé@tivity in the regular Purfuits of Goodnefs. And fo, by 
fuffering his Zeal for God to abate in Vigour, be deferted of 

him ; 
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againft Lukewarmne/s. 235 


him; and fall into a lukewarm Temper, which is moft offen- 
five and hateful to him. 

And further, in fuch a State and Frame it is highly proba. 
ble he will grow more and more eafy,and indeed be more and 
more confirm’d, in Proportion as he obferves the Sentiments 
of his Friends and the World concerning his Prudence alter 
in his Favour. . 

Now to remedy this Mifchief: I think it can admit of no 
juft Difpuce, whether the fame may not happen to a trueZeal, 
which is incident to all other Virtues here : where none are 
fo perfectly poffefs’d by any Man as to be free from fome 
Deficiency or Excefs. And as it would be unreafonable for 
any to leave the Paths and Purfuits of Virtue, difcouraged by 
their Infirmities and Impericctions ; fo it would be ,equally 
abfurd, to take Occafion from the irregular Motions of Zeal, 
to become indifferent and lukewarm : and the more fo, fince 
fuch an Aétion in the Eyes and Efteem of Chrift, as he him- 
felf has declared, would appear no better than a leaving our 
fir ft Love to him ; and for which he has threatned to fpue us 
out of his Mouth. 

Wherefore, if any be in fuch a Circumftance, it is their 
Duty to examine themfelves, and compare their Actions to 
the Rules of the Scripture, that they may know exaétly how 
far they are conformable to that divine Standard. They 
fhould alfo diftinguifh between the Matter of an Aétion and 
the Manner of it. For there may be fome Imprudence in 
the Manner of doing an Aétion of a moft laudable Kind. 
They fhould confider whether any thing unbecoming has at- 
tended either their Words.or their Behaviour, from whence 
a Sufpicion, that their Zeal was carnal, might poflibly arife ; 
and if upon Search any Thing can be difcovered, they fhould 
candidly confefs it both to God andto Man, as far as may 
ferve any ufeful Purpofe ; and defend at the fame Time the 
good Action, tho’ not fo well done as it fhould have been ; 

and take Comfort in God, and confirm themfelves in thei: 
Refolutions and Endeavours to pleafe him ; and not condemn 
the goodnefs of the Action with the imperfeét. Manner of it. 

And further, it is their Duty to conduét themfelves with 
greater Caution and Circumfpectien for the future ; and in 
fuch a Manner moderate and govern the Expreffions of the 
Zeal burning in them, as to utter every Thing, which it may 
prompt them to, with the utmoft Mildnefs and Gentlene/s. 
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236 The Rev. Davenport's 


For this Purpofe they fhould cherith with the greateft Care 
thofe infeperable Companions of a true Zeal --- a Fear and. 
Reverence of the fupreme Being, a hearty Love to all about 
them, and anunaffected Humility. For the Fear of Gud 
will reftrain them from departing from hisLaws : Humiitty will 
render them modeft in their Behaviour ; and the Love the 
bear to their Neighbour will make them mild and, {weet in the 
Exercife of their Daty tohim., This is a Tempetature of 
Zeal which God requires : This is a Zeal with Wifdom. 
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At the repeated Defire ef feveral Subjcribers to this Paper 
ewe foall now infert, VheConfeffion and Retractations 
of the Rev. Mr. Davenport late of Long-Tland 
with theRev.Mr.Wii1aMs’s Letter inclofing them, 

Viz. 
To the Reverend Mr. Prince of Boffon. 
Reverend Sir, 
~HE enclos’d which Comes open, you will fee is a Con- 
FESSION andRETRACTATION ,of theRev.Mr. James 

DAveENPOoRT ; which he left with me Yferday,and defir'd 

me to inclofe in a Letter to you : praying that you would fee 

that itis according to his Defire forthwith publifh'd, and made 
known in the moft cpen Manner. He defir’d me to affure you 
that the whole of the Paper, and every Interline, was made and 
written with his own Hand. And he is full, and free init, 
and feems to be deeply fenfible of his Mifcarriages, and Mifcon- 
dué in thofe Particulars, and very defirows ta do all be poffibly 
con to retrieve the Difbonour which he bas done to Religion, and 
the Injuftice to cay’ Sina am of the Gofpel ; and in_ this as 
well as any other Way to promote the Service of Relizion, 
and prevent any further Prejudices againft the Work of God 
which, he may have been theOccafion of raifing or increafing. 
ft muft needs fay for my own Part I defire to blefs God for 
that bumble, and Chr flan like Temper he appears to be in; 
and can’t but hope that God defigns to ufe him as an Inftru- 
ment of greater Service to the Honoat of Chrift, and the 
seo of his Charch. 
am, Sir,’ witb great Refpeé your unworthy Brother, 

“and humble Servant, 


7 SOLOMON WiLiiaMs. 
Lebanon, Auguft 2d.1744. The 
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Retraffations 2c. 237 
The Rev. Mr. Davenrport’s RetraGations €2c. 


ALTHO’ I don’t queftion at all, but there is greatReafon 

to blefs God for a glorious and wonderfullVork of his Power 
and Grace in the Edification of his Children,and theConviétion 
andConverfion of Numbers in New- England,in the neighbouring 
Governments & feveral other Parts,within a fewY ears paft ; and 
believe that the Lord hath favoured me, tho’ moft unworthy, 
with feveral others of his Servants, in granting fpecial Afitt- 
ance and Succefs ;_ the Glory of all which be given to JEHo- 
VAH, to whom alone it belongs : 

Yet after frequent Meditation and Defires that I might be 
enabled to apprehend Things juftly, and, I hope I may fay, 
mature Confideration; I am now fully convinced and per- 
fwaded that feveral Appendages to this glorioue WVcrk are no 
ellential Parts thereof, but of a diferent and contrary Natuie 
and Tendency ; which Appendages | have been in the Time 
of the Work very induftrious in and inftrumental of promo- 
ting, by a mifguided Zeal: being further much influenced 
in the Affair by the fad/e Spirit ; which, unobferved by me, 
did (as I have been brought to fee fince) prompt me to unju/? 
Apprehenfions and Mifcondud in feveral Articles ; which have 
been great Blemithes to the Work of God, very grievous to 
fome of God’s Children, no lefs infnaring and corrupting to 
others of them, a fad Means of many Perfons queftioning the 
Work of God, concluding and appearing againft it, and of 
the hardening of Multitudes in their Sins, and an awful Oc- 
cafion of the Enemies blafpheming the right Ways of the 
Lord ; and withal very offenfive tothat God, before whom 
I would lie in the Duft, proftrate in deep Humility and Re- 
pentance on this Account, imploring Pardon for the Media- 
tor’s Sake, and thankfully accepting the Tokens thereof. 

The Articles, which I efpecially refer to, and would in the 
moft public Manner retraé?, and warn others againft, are 
thefe which follow, viz. . 

I. The Method [ us’d fora confiderable Time, with Ref- 
pect to fome, yea many Adiniffers in feveral Parts, in openly 
expajing fuch as I fear’d or thought unconverted, in publick Prayer 
or otherwife: herein making my privateJudgment, (in which 
alio I much fufpec& I was miftaken in feveral Inftances, and 
] believe alfo that my Judgment concerning feveral, was form- 
ed rafhly andupon very flender Grounds. ) I fay, making my 
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238 The Rev. Mr. Davenrort’s 


private Judgment, theGround of publickAétions orCondua&, 
offending, as I apprehend (altho’ in the Time of it ignorantly) 
againft the ninth Commandment, and fuch other Paflages of 
Scripture, as are fimilar ; yea, I may fay, offending againg 
the Laws both of Juftice and Charity: Which Laws were 
further broken, 

II. By my advifing and urging to fuch Separations from thofe 
Minifiers,whom | treated as above, as I believe may be juftly 
called rafh, unwarrantable,and of fad and awfulTendency and 
Confequence. And here J would afk the Forgivene‘s of thofe 
Minifters, whom I have injured in both thefe Articles. 

III. I confefs I have been much led aftray by following Im- 
pulfes or Impreffions as a Rule of Conduct, whether they 
came with or without aT ext of Scripture ; and my neglecting 
alfo duly to obferve the Analogy of Scripture : 1 am perfwa- 
ded this was a great Means of corrupting my Experiences and 
carrying me off from the Word of God, and a great Handle, 
which the fal/e Spirit has made ufe of with Refpe& toa 
Number, and me efpecially. 

IV. I believe further that I have done much Hurt to Reli- 
gion by encouraging private Per fons toa minifterial and autho- 
ritative Kind or Method of exhorting ; which is particularly 
obfervable in many fuch being much puft up and falling inte 
the Snare of the Devil, whilft many others are thus diretly 
prejudic’d againft the Work. 

V. Ihave Reafon to be deeply humbled that I have not 
been duly careful to endeavour to remove or prevent Preju- 
dice, (where I now believe I might then have done it con- 
fiftently withDuty) which appear’d remarkable in the Method 
I practis’d, of finging with others in the Streets im Societies 
frequently. 

I would alfo penitently confefs and bewail my great Stiff 
nefs in retaining thefe aforefaid Errors a great while, and un- 
willingnefs to examine into them with any Jealoufy of their 
being Errors, notwithftanding the friendly Counfels and Cau- 
tions of real Friends, efpecially in the Miniftry. 

Here may properly be added a Paragraph or two, taken 
out of a Letter from meto Mr. Barber at Georgia; a true 
Copy of which I gave Confent fhould be publifh’d lately at 
Philadelphia ; **--- I would add to what Brother Y---- hath 
** written on the awful Affair of Books and Cloaths at New- 
** London, which affords Grounds of deep and lafting Hu- 
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<¢ miliation ; I was to my Shame be it fpoken, the Ring- 
«¢ Jeader in that horrid Aion; I was, my dear Brother, un- 
«¢ der the powerful Influence of the fal/e Spirit almott one 
«¢ whole Day together, and Part of feveral Days. The Lord 
‘¢ fhewed me afterwards that the Spirit 1 was then acted by 
‘¢ was in it’s Operations void of true inward Peace, laying 
<« the greateft Serefs on Externals, neglecting the Heart, full 
‘© of Impatience, Pride and Arrogance ; altho’ I thought in 
<< the Time of it, that twas the Spirit of God in an figh 
ss Degree; awful indeed ! my Body efpecially myLeg much 
«¢ diforder’d at the fame Time, || which Satan and my evil 
«¢ Heart might make fome Handle of.--- | 


And now may the holy wife and good God, be pleas’d 
to guard and fecure me againft fuch Errors for the future, 
and ftop the Progrefs of thofe, whether Minifters or Peo ple, 
who have been corrupted by myWords or Example in any ot 
the above-mention’d Particulars ; and if it be his holy Will, 
blefs this publick Recantation to this Purpofe. And On! 
may he grant withal, that fuch as by Reafon of the aforefaid 
Errors and Maifcondu& have entertained unhappy Prejudi- 
ces againit Chriftianity in general, or the late glorious 
Work of God in particular, may by this Account learn to 
diftinguith the Appendage from the Subftance or E ffence, that 
which is vile and edious from that which is precious, glort- 
ous and divine, and thus be intirely and happily freed from 
all thofe Prejudices refer’d to, and this in infinite Mercy 
through Jefus Chrift : and to thefe Requefts may all God’s 
Children, whe: wd eo or others fay, Amen. 

July 28. 17 

Fames Davenport. 


P. §. In as muchas a Number, who have fallen in 
with and promoted the aforefaid Errors and Mi fcondiné? 
and are not alter’d in their Minds, may be prejudic’d a- 
gainft this Recantation, by a Suppofition or Belief, that I 
came into it by Reafon of Defertion or Dulnels and Dead- 
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raging at once. 


re. ~ 


~* 








~ nt 
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nefs in Religion : It feems needful therefore to fignify, 
what I hope I may fay without boafting, _and what | am 
able thro’ pure rich Grace to {peak with Fruth and Free- 
dom ; that for feme Months in the Time of my coming 
to the ebove/aid Conclufions and Retraflations, and fince } 
have come through Grace to them; I have been favoured 
a great Part of the Time, wiih a {weet Calm and Serenity 
of Soul and Reft in God, and fometimes with fpecial and 
remarkable Refrefhments of Soul, and theie more free 
from corrupt Mixtures chan formetly :; Glory to Ged 


alone. 
7. D. 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
In a few Days will be Publifbed, and Sold by Kaecland 

and Green in Queenstreet 

|= O Letters from theRev. Mr.Wirtiams&@Wueettock 
of Lebanon, to the Rew. Adr. Ja MES DAVENPORT . 
reafoning with him about fore Parts of his formerCondué? , which 


were a principal Means of his late Convidtion 8 Ratrafatien : 
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— 





— et 
. 


Speedily will be Publijh’ a, 
HE Doétrines of glorious Grace unfolded, defended, 
and practically improved. Wherein theFall of Mankind 
in the firft Adam, and the Methods of divine Sovereignty 
in th: effectual Recovery of achofen Remnant by Curter 
the /econd Adam, are declared, and fet in a feriptural Lighr. 
With an Anfwer to the principal and moft popularObjeion: 
And in the whole many Scriptures plainly opened, and their 
feeming Contradictions reconciled. With an Appendix, con- 
taining fome Remarks on the Works of Mr. “James Fo/ler. 
In which the abfurd and dangerous Nature of Ssciniani/m is 
Jaid open: the important Doétrine of our bleiied Saviour’s 
proper Divinity and Satisfaction defended againtt bis Excep- 
tions; and divers other ufetul Points contidered ; particu- 
larly the Controverfy concerning Myfeeries in Religion, an! 
the Cle of Rea/on in Matters of Faith. v 
By /S AAC CHANLE R. 
Minitter of the Gofpel upon Ajbley River in Soath-Carsliaz. 
The Work will contain about fixty Sheets in Quart 

And Sold by §. Ay 


Aneclend and T. Green in Queenttreee 
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